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Welcome Summer

Pleasant Bay (Viking Point) Photo Credit: Tom Coleman

The OPC Family Fun Tent
Saturday June 20th, 10:00am - 1:00pm
Depot Square on Old Colony Way in Orleans

Calling all kids, families and young people! And calling all friends, neighbors and
visitors who care about protecting the animals that live in or rely on our waters.

https://mailchi.mp/ac7fb3151870/opc-bulletin-may-17998542?e=61b065226c
https://www.orleanspondcoalition.org/


Please join us for the OPC Family Fun Tent on June 20th.
 
OPC is thrilled to bring together some of our most revered environmental
organizations under the Family Fun Tent for hands-on learning, new information on
how to protect our waters and the animals in them, and experts who will be available
to answer any and all questions.
 
The Family Fun Tent will feature displays on whales, dolphins, diamondback
terrapins, horseshoe crabs, migratory seabirds, hermit crabs and more, along with
games, painting and crafts for kids of all ages.
 
Please go to www.orleanspondcoalition.org for more information. We look forward to
seeing you on Saturday, June 20 from 10:00am to 1:00pm at Depot Square in
Orleans.

Good News: Orleans Voted to Fund Start of Phase 4
Sewering

http://www.orleanspondcoalition.org/


Thank you to all Orleans residents who voted at the May 11 Town meeting to fund the
engineering survey and initial design and planning for Phase 4 sewering in South
Orleans. The vote passed 344 to 48.
 
For more information on this important Town meeting, we recommend Exit 89’s
excellent coverage.

Students Take on OPC Challenge

In spring, the Orleans Pond Coalition
partnered with 8th grade students taking the
Changemakers elective at Nauset Regional
Middle School, led by teacher Susannah
Remillard. OPC challenged the students with a
question: How can art inspire people to care
for our ponds and estuaries?

After OPC shared insights into key issues such
as nutrient pollution, algae blooms, climate
change, and microplastics. The students then
set to work to turn their insights into action.

NRMS student teams presented their ideas to school leaders and OPC
representatives. Student proposals ranged from vibrant murals of local ponds to
interactive coloring pages and sculptures made from reclaimed shoreline materials.
 
One concept imagined a pond’s past, present, and future — inviting viewers to see
what’s at stake. Another captured the spirit perfectly: “Healthy Pond, Happy World.”
 
In an exciting next step, a group of students will continue working on real-world
implementation of select proposals including a pond mural, a pollinator garden, and a
native species guide.
 in what they are calling “Changemakers in Action”.
 
The Changemakers program — now in its second year — arms students with skills
like persuasive writing, public speaking, and visual storytelling.
 
We are inspired by these students. Their creativity, curiosity, and commitment remind
us what’s possible when the next generation leads.

The Sarah’s Pond Oxygen Demonstration Project

https://www.exit89.org/town-meeting-postmortem-may-11-2026/
https://www.exit89.org/town-meeting-postmortem-may-11-2026/


OPC is excited to announce the successful completion of its Oxygenation
Demonstration Project at Sarah’s Pond with results that offer real hope for pond
restoration.
 
The project researched a new technology called OST (short for Oxygen Saturation
Technology).
 
Monitoring of Sarah’s Pond demonstrated that carefully adding oxygen-rich water to
the deep sediment/water interface without disturbing the pond’s thermocline or
sediment can significantly improve conditions over time.
 
The oxygen saturation system reduced harmful cyanobacteria, improved water clarity,
and created a shift toward a healthier, more natural pond ecosystem. The findings are
detailed in a comprehensive report now available on our website:
https://www.orleanspondcoalition.org/oxygenation-demonstration/
 
Building on this success, OPC has transitioned ownership of the OST system through
a lease-to-own model to the abutting homeowners, led by the Pleasant Bay Narrows
Trust (PBNT). PBNT has successfully launched operations for the 2026 season.
OPC will continue to help with monitoring and scientific data collection as PBNT
works to determine the lasting impact of oxygenation on pond health.

The Blue Pages

Please help us get the Orleans  Blue
Pages in the hands of summer visitors to
help them understand our  unique
ecosystem so that they can take the
often small steps to protect our  fresh
and salt waters.



A few things you can do:

-       Place a small pile of the Orleans Blue Pages out on a table in your house and
invite family and visitors to take copies for themselves.

 -       If you have a rental property, leave copies of the Orleans Blue Pages on the
coffee table.

 -       If you have a business in town, offer the Orleans Blue Pages to your customers
at the check-out counter.

Copies of the Orleans Blue Pages are available at Orleans Town Hall, the Orleans
Conservation Trust on 203 S. Orleans Road, and at Snow Library, Whole Food, and
Savvy on Main. If you are a local business and would like to offer copies of the Blue
Pages to your customers, just send us an email and we’ll drop off copies. If you have
any trouble getting your hands on copies, also email us and we’ll get them to you.
info@orleanspondcoalition.org

Events

Ice House/Reuben’s Ponds Walk
 Thursday, June 11th, 10:00am - 11:30am

 
Enjoy this 1.5-mile walk around two kettle
ponds, winding through pitch pine–oak
woodland on OCT’s longest uninterrupted trail,
hosted by the Orleans Conservation Trust.
Meet at 245 Tonset Road, Orleans and
register here.

Fascinating Webinar on Algal Blooms in Ponds

The Falmouth Pond Coalition held a fascinating webinar by Dr. Matt Long, titled
Harmful Algal Blooms In Falmouth Ponds: What Real-Time Monitoring And Root
Cause Analysis Are Revealing. While many of you were able to attend, we thought
this program was of such interest, particularly given how closely OPC is monitoring
our local fresh water ponds, that we wanted to include a link to the recording:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15xrd203lx_DukVDN79mr12tbrSuYV6Zz/view?
usp=drive_link

mailto:info@orleanspondcoalition.org
https://signup.com/go/MFByDwW
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15xrd203lx_DukVDN79mr12tbrSuYV6Zz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15xrd203lx_DukVDN79mr12tbrSuYV6Zz/view?usp=drive_link


Orleans Curbside Food Waste Compost Survey
The Town of Orleans is interested in learning if residents want and would take
advantage of curbside pick-up of compost. OPC believes this is a good idea because
composting creates environmentally friendly soil amendments that don’t harm our
waters (particularly compared to commercial fertilizers), in addition to significantly
reducing the amount of garbage created by households.
 
Please take a moment to fill out the short survey here.

Native Plant of the Month

Yarrow, Achillea millefolium.
Every month, Meg Voorhes
profiles a different native plant
for the Mayflower Point
Association in Orleans, where
she lives. Thank you, Meg, for
sharing this month’s native
plant with the Orleans Pond
Coalition.

Yarrow may be the most widespread wildflower in the United States.  Not only is this
perennial found in the wild in every one of the 48 contiguous states, its presence is
recorded in virtually every county, according to the Biota of North America Program.  It
also inhabits temperate regions in Europe and Asia.

Yarrow’s broad distribution suggests that you can probably grow it successfully in a
sunny spot in your garden.  It thrives in dry sandy, rocky or poor soil. In fact, soil that
is too rich and moist may cause its stems—up to three feet tall—to flop.  Yarrow is
also salt-tolerant, making it a natural fit for Cape Cod.

Yarrow grows relatively quickly, helped along by its deer resistance.  As clumps grow
larger, they can be divided and replanted.

While there are yarrow cultivars that produce flowers in yellow, orange, pink and red,
there is no compelling reason to stray from the straight species.  Its flat-topped,
horizontal white flower clusters have strong appeal for both humans and pollinators.

The Native Plant Trust classifies yarrow as a “pollinator powerhouse,” because the
caterpillars of 15 or more butterfly and moth species have been documented to feed
on its delicate ferny foliage.  Adult butterflies, bees and other pollinators also enjoy
yarrow’s nectar.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DSi6HyWiU0S4OiajDiGDjoWoLz1hNdtLhlJe4cA45MJURTE0T1RXM1dRWFBKNVVNNkdOTDQwQVNBNC4u&route=shorturl
https://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Achillea%20millefolium.png
https://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Achillea%20millefolium.png


The flowers, which last for about a month starting in late spring or early summer,
blend well with those of other perennials, but also look wonderful on their own against
a green backdrop, where they seem to float.

Yarrow figures in legends and folklore because it produces a compound that
promotes blood clotting.  Its scientific name comes from its association with the
mythical Greek hero Achilles, whose mother famously missed his heel, when she
dipped him, as a baby, in waters flowing by yarrow plants.
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