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- CORRECTION -
The Orleans Town Election is

Tuesday, May 20th at the
Orleans Council on Aging Senior Center

from 9:00am to 7:00pm

Please remember to VOTE!

Thank You for Voting Yes
on All Water Quality Articles

at the Town Meeting
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Photo of Orleans Town Meeting, taken on May 12, 2025 by Clint Kaiser

Before this week’s Town meeting, we asked everyone to vote “Yes” on four different
water quality issues, and you all came through.

From all of us at OPC, thank you for your dedication, your support and your vote!

Most importantly, we received overwhelming approval for Phase 3 sewering that will
protect the Crystal Lake, Pilgrim Lake, Arey’s Pond and Lonnie’s Pond areas.

In addition, we received approvals for engineering services for Phase 2 Meeting House
Pond area connections, for water quality testing, and to fund the Mill Pond nitrogen
management evaluation, all important efforts in our on-going work to save our fresh and
salt waters.

And remember to VOTE at the Annual Town Election on Tuesday, May 20th. Our
continued success depends on your participation.

PLEASE HELP US FINISH OUR WORK THIS SPRING
At the Annual Election on Tuesday, May 20th:

VOTE YES Ballot Question #2;
Phase III Lakes and Ponds Sewering.
VOTE YES Ballot Question #5:
Phase II Meetinghouse Pond Engineering Services
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Annual Election; Tuesday, May 20th 9:00am – 7:00pm;
Orleans Council on Aging Senior Center

Please Join Your Neighbors to
Take the H2Orleans Pond Pledge!

Last year, the Orleans
Pond Coalition kicked off
the H2Orleans Pond
Pledge to get the word
out on three important
actions that we can all
take to help protect and
enhance our local
waters. 
Those actions are:

1. Avoid Fertilizers
and Pesticides

2. Support Town
Sewering Efforts

3. Embrace a Cape-
Friendly Lawn

As you can see on the map above, a
lot of people have taken the pledge.
We hope you’ll join us.  All you need to
do is go to the OPC website to sign up:

Join the H2Orleans Pond
Pledge

After you take the pledge, we’ll deliver
a sign for your yard directly to you. We
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hope you will join us in this important
effort.

Join the Summer Edition of
“Celebrate Our Waters”!

Timed to World Environment Day, OPC will host “Celebrate Our Waters” events the
weekend of June 6-7 to kick off summer in Orleans. Please visit the OPC website to
learn more and sign up for activities:

Summer Edition of “Celebrate Our Waters”

Tours of the state-of-the-art wastewater treatment facility in Orleans

Friday, June 6th, 3:00pm - 5:00pm
20 Overland Road, Orleans, MA
Sessions at 3:15pm, 3:45pm, 4:15pm

The 30-minute tour will include a walk-through of the facility and the opportunity to
ask any questions you may have about Orleans wastewater management.

“Celebrate Our Waters” Tent at Depot Square

Saturday, June 7th, 9:30am - 12:30pm
Depot Square on Old Colony Way

The Tent theme this year is water
quality testing. Come visit the family-
friendly tent to see the scope of water
testing programs, join hands-on
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demonstrations of testing tools and
devices.

Meet representatives of organizations that are leading efforts to keep our waters clean.
Some of these organizations include:

Association to Preserve Cape Cod, cyanobacteria monitoring and pond bio-survey
Center for Coastal Studies
Friends of Pleasant Bay
Marine & Freshwater Quality Committee /Shellfish Waterways
Mass Oyster Project
Nauset Regional High School Green Club
Old Ladies Against Underwater Garbage
Orleans Eco-Art
Orleans Open Space Committee
Pollinator Pathways
Silent Spring –STEEP

Thank You to the Earth Day Clean-Up Volunteers

We had a terrific turnout for this year’s Earth Day Clean-Up of 17 beaches, parks and
town landings. We appreciate the hard work, spirit and energy everyone brought to the
day.  Thank you!
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Native Plant of the Month

Every month, Meg Voorhes profiles a different native plant for the Mayflower Point
Association in Orleans, where she lives. Thank you, Meg, for sharing this month’s native
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plant with the Orleans Pond Coalition.

Downy serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea

This understory tree, typically no more
than 30 feet tall, looks delicate but its
range is vast, extending from New
Brunswick to eastern Minnesota in the
north, and from the Florida panhandle to
northeastern Texas in the south.

Its white blooms, which appear this
month on Cape Cod before most of our
local trees have leafed out, seem to float
against the gray branches and trunks in
the background. Because downy
serviceberry is salt-tolerant, the
blossoms are often visible in the woods
close to the shorelines of our bays and
estuaries.

The new leaves are covered in downy
hairs, giving thema silvery cast. In the
fall, the leaves turn an attractive purplish
red.

Downy serviceberry and the other serviceberries in the Amelanchier genus collectively
host 124 caterpillar species, according to the tally provided by entomologist Doug
Tallamy and ecological landscaper Rick Darke in their book, The Living Landscape.
These caterpillars are a critical food source to birds migrating or breeding in the spring.

Moreover, downy serviceberry’s blossoms ripen into red and purplish black berries in
summer, further nourishing numerous bird species as well as other wildlife.
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And join us on Social Media
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