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Giving Thanks

With Thanksgiving just days away, we are reminded that OPC has much to be thankful
for:

For our members and volunteers. OPC is a fully volunteer organization and we are so
very thankful for all of YOU who participate in,support and celebrate our programs. We
would be nowhere without all of you.Thank you.
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For everyone who embraced the H2Orleans Pond Pledge. OPC launched the Pond
Pledge in July and received an outpouring of support. Friends and neighbors took the
Pond Pledge to avoid fertilizers and pesticides, support sewering, and embrace a Cape-
friendly lawn. These actions go far to support the health and vitality of our waters, and we
thank everyone for taking the Pond Pledge.

For record-breaking attendance at Celebrate Our Waters, OPC’s signature annual
event.  More than 2,000 people participated in nearly 50 activities and events over the
course of the Celebrate Our Waters weekend in September. Thank you all.

For a predominantly cyanobacteria-free summer for our ponds.Thank you to the 20
volunteers who took more than 200 water samples at six ponds and lakes this year.

For wrapping up our three-year oxygenation project on Sarah’s Pond. The oxygen
saturation system demonstrated its ability to enhance conditions, and now we are working
with the abutting homeowners to track and learn more about the system’s long term
performance. 

For approval of the four Town articles that impact the health of our waters. Thank
you to everyone at the Town Meeting who voted to support our natural resources and
economic environment.

Lonnie’s Pond Oyster Project Update

Since 2016, Lonnie’s Pond, a salt pond off The River in the Pleasant Bay system, has
been home to a shellfish demonstration project in Orleans, testing whether oysters
reduce nitrogen levels in estuaries.

Oysters filter 50 gallons of water a day - each oyster - removing nitrogen from the water
by straining phytoplankton and other organic particles. The oysters use the nitrogen to
grow their soft tissue and shells.

The 250,000 oysters and one million seed oysters on Lonnie’s Pond remove more than
65 kg of nitrogen from the water each year, or about a quarter of the nitrogen needed to
be removed for the long term health of the pond. Sewering will remove the remainder of
the nitrogen load on Lonnie’s.

According to the project’s annual report, available on the Town website, “The presence of
oysters in Lonnie’s Pond has affected water quality by significantly reducing
phytoplankton, nitrogen, and suspended solids” in the water. Additionally, the oysters may
be improving the health of the pond sediments.

According to Daniel Ward, owner of Ward Aquafarms that manages the oyster beds,
“Because oyster farming is not simply removing nitrogen, but actively filtering the excess
micro algae which is a product of the excess nitrogen, this has additional beneficial
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impacts to the waterbody. Water clarity has increased, chlorophyll has decreased,
dissolved oxygen has increased, and benthic fauna has changed from those of an
impacted ecosystem to those of one which is actively improving.” 

In November each year, Ward Aquafarms gives some of the oysters to the Town, which
the Harbor Master’s staff place in Pleasant Bay, and Orleans residents with shellfish
licenses can harvest.

A big thank you to the Town of Orleans and the School of Marine and Science Technology
at University of Massachusetts Dartmouth who oversee and monitor the demonstration
project, and to Ward Aquafarms and the oyster farmers who manage the oyster beds and
assist in collecting data, Daniel Ward, Ben Plourde, Jake Plourde, Nick Loonie, and Vinny
Soares.

Thank You, Downtown Water Heroes!

Our town constructed a wastewater treatment plant, put collection pipes in the roadways,
and asked everyone to please connect their waste lines to the system. You listened and
took action! Your waste is now being treated at our plant and not polluting our waters.
 Your prompt action is protecting Town Cove, Rock Harbor, Boland and Cedar Ponds. The
taxpayers and residents of Orleans thank you for your stewardship of our waters.

Phase 1 of Orleans Wastewater Sewer Plan includes 301 commercial and residential
properties in our downtown area. The Town completed this phase in March of 2023 and
asked property owners to connect within a year. This proved too challenging a goal, so
the deadline was extended to March 16, 2025. It won’t be extended again, and no one
wants to see friends and commercial businesses face $200 per day fines!

Properties shown on the map below in yellow are now connected to the wastewater
treatment system. If they are your friends or businesses you frequent, please thank them!
If they haven’t yet connected (blank white properties on the map), please encourage them
to connect, right away.
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March 16, 2025 is the deadline for connecting and the process can take time. For
more information on connecting, please contact John Nelson, Water/Sewer
Program Coordinator at Town Hall. His number is: 508-240-3700, ext. 2319. To
those who have connected, thank you for protecting and preserving our waters.

Orleans Sewer Connection Information

Embracing the Cape Cod Lawn

Wondering how to take care of your lawn without calling in the lawn care
spray-mobile or hauling your leaves to the transfer station? Here are two
options:

Compost Your Lawn

Autumn is an ideal season to rejuvenate your lawn by incorporating compost.
Adding a top dressing of compost enriches the soil with organic matter and a variety
of micronutrients, which naturally nourish your lawn. Compost helps retain moisture
and ensures proper drainage. Orleans residents with stickers can access free
compost at the Transfer Station. Alternatively, bagged compost is available at local
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garden centers, or you can buy it in bulk from local vendors. Whichever option you
choose, rest assured that you're taking responsible steps to protect our waterways.

Leave Your Leaves

Why not simplify your
fall cleanup routine?
Instead of raking and
removing fallen leaves
from your lawn, just
leave them! The
benefits to a variety of
animals and insects are
surprising (find out more
from the Xerces Society
here). If you feel the
need to clear your lawn
of leaves, consider
mulching them.

A few passes with your mower will chop the leaves into small pieces, creating a
natural, nutrient-rich mulch that enhances the health of your lawn. Mulching leaves
not only saves time but also provides a free source of organic matter to nourish your
grass. It's far more organic than what the lawn care companies will spray on it and it
will help protect our waters!
Embrace these water-friendly practices this fall, and watch your lawn thrive while
you contribute to a healthier environment!

Event: Waste No Water Library Tour

Tuesday, December 3, 5:00-6:00 pm

Snow Library
67 Main Street, Orleans
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The Massachusetts Alternative Septic System
Technology Center (MASSTC) launched the Waste No
Water Library Tour to focus on wastewater successes
and challenges that twelve Cape Cod towns face.
Join MASSTC at Snow Library to learn about current
wastewater issues, septic systems that remove nitrogen,
and urine-diverting and composting toilets. The event will
kick off with a showing of the Scientific American
documentary Yellow Tide, which features MASSTC’s
efforts, and will conclude with a Q&A session open to all
attendees.

OPC Leadership - Officers Elected for 2025

President        Eric Spengler
Vice President   Ed Hafner
Treasurer        Kathy Vazquez
Secretary        Clyde Hanyen

Native Plant of the Month

Every month, Meg Voorhies profiles a different native plant for the Mayflower Point
Association in Orleans,where she lives. Thank you, Meg, for sharing this month’s native
plant with OPC.
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Northern bayberry,
Morella (or Myrica) pensylvanica

Northern bayberry, like many shrubs
native to Cape Cod, is scrappy and
resilient. Bayberry not only tolerates
“poor soils, wet soils, drought, high winds
and salt spray,” says the Missouri
Botanical Garden database, but it also
has no serious insect or disease issues.

Northern bayberry thrives in sandy soils
because it fixes its own nitrogen through
a symbiotic relationship with the Frankii
bacteria that typically invade its root
nodules.

When left to its own devices in conditions it likes, bayberry can grow up to 10 feet tall and
slowly expand by suckers to form colonies.

By May, Northern bayberry sports fresh green leaves that grow leathery in texture as the
season progresses. It is not evergreen, but it holds onto its leaves into early winter.
 Northern bayberry also hybridizes easily with its more southern version, Morella
caroliniensis, which is evergreen.

Bayberry’s resinous aroma is familiar to any of us who have sniffed a few of its crushed
leaves.

The silvery berries that appear in the fall on the female plants—if a male plant is nearby—
provide that same scent and the high-quality wax for the bayberry candles that grace New
England holiday tables. The berries, which persist through the winter, help sustain
bobwhites, grouse, turkey and numerous songbirds. In fact, the yellow-rumped warbler
can overwinter further north than other warblers on the east coast in part because it is
able to efficiently digest the fats in the berries’ wax coating.

Your support makes everything we do possible.
Please consider making a donation, becoming a member, volunteering, and participating in

our programs and events.
Tell your friends about us, and with your help, we will safeguard Orleans’ most precious

resource: our waters.
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