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Orleans Pond Coalition protecting and enhancing our waters

Dear Orleans Pond Coalition Members and Friends,

With the arrival of daylight savings time, it's exciting to think about longer,warmer
days ahead. We have lots of great events planned for this spring. Here are a
few of the more important opportunities we’d like to share with you and hope
you'll enjoy:

Upcoming events:

Join the Orleans Earth Day Clean-Up on Saturday, April 20th

Day Clean-Up

024 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

The Orleans Earth Day Clean-Up takes place on Saturday, April 20th, 10:00am — 12noon,
and this year's theme is Planet vs. Plastics.

Come join your neighbors to help celebrate Earth Day by lending a hand to clean up
Orleans' town landings and beaches.

— Town Cove (by the Yacht Club) — Nauset Beach

— Rock Harbor — Kent's Point

— Skaket Beach — Crystal Lake

— River Road Landing — Pilgrim Lake

— Mill Pond Landing — Pahwah Landing
— Barley Neck Landing — Pahwah Point

— Baker’s Pond — Rt28/Tar Kiln Beach
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— Cedar Pond — Bike Path along Namskaket
— Priscilla Point

Orleans Earth Day Clean-up
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When you register, you can choose the beach or town landing you’d like to help clean-up:

Volunteer for Earth Day Clean-Up and Select Location

Please invite your kids, friends and neighbors to help make this year’s Orleans Earth Day
Clean-Up a big success for our town. Remember to bring gloves and a smile on clean-up
day!

OPC’s Compost Spreader Loan Program begins April 1st

Back by popular demand, OPC is offering our free Compost Spreader Loan Program again this
spring. OPC believes passionately in fertilizer reduction. So much so, that we’ll loan you a
spreader!

Compost/mulch spreaders are a game changer for evenly distributing compost and amending soil.
The Coalition is offering use of a compost/mulch spreader free of charge to our members.

HOW IT WORKS: To reserve your spreader, go to the OPC website by clicking:

Reserve an OPC Spreader
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Fill out the registration information,including your desired date, and we will work with you to
provide the equipment as close to your preferred loan dates as possible. Pick up and drop off
details are provided when you reserve your spreader.

The spreader is manufactured by Landzie and consists of a metal drum made of screening
material. Simply open the drum, fill it about half full with compost, close the hatch, and roll the
drum over your lawn or garden. The spreader will distribute the fine compost evenly. Any larger
material will remain in the drum and can easily be distributed by hand or discarded.

Compost is available for free at the Orleans Transfer Station to residents with stickers.You can also
find bagged compost at local garden centers or in bulk from local vendors. Pick what is best for
you with the knowledge that you are acting as a responsible steward of our land and waters.

Welcome to Putnam Farm: A Community Garden

OPC is extremely pleased that the Orleans Conservation
Commission is undertaking a wetlands restoration project at
Putnam Farm, the 14.2 acre property on 50 Bridge Road that is
owned by the Town of Orleans. The restoration project will
improve groundwater, provide vernal pool habitat, and will
increase the number and variety of plants that attract wetland
pollinators, all to enhance Putnam Farm's agricultural
productivity and benefit local biodiversity.

OPC will assist the town with education and
advocacy for this project. Stay tuned for
further information on how you can observe
the restoration work and volunteer in the
future. Teaser: Bulldozers roll April 1. Watch
for further announcements.
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A map of Putnam Farm:

Use this QR code to visit the Town of Orleans’ website for more
information about Putnam Farm, including the Land Management Plan
and upcoming projects

Also back by popular demand, we are offering two composting
workshops on the essential elements of composting kitchen
waste, leaves, and lawn clippings.
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When: Saturday May 18, 10am and 2pm

Workshops will be led by Peter Jensen, Regenerative
Agroecologist and founder of Terra Firma Permagardens.
Each 90 minute workshop will allow ample time for your
questions, and will take place at the Terra Firma
Permagardens hillside home overlooking Pilgrim Lake in
Orleans.

The workshops are free. Donations are welcome and can be made on our website. All proceeds
go to support future OPC community-based, clean water initiatives.

Space is limited to 20 per session. Registration is now open on the OPC website.

Register for Composting Workshop

Celebrate World Water Day on Friday, March 22

Since 1993, the UN has celebrated World Water Day on March

World Water Day
22, and we would like to invite you to join us in celebrating

World Water Day this Friday. Why should we care about World ﬁt‘
Water Day locally? For several reasons. Most important, the \

waters around us make Cape Cod the magical place it is, but |

also incredibly important, Cape Cod is regularly experiencing i;_:-.

drought conditions. We all need to do what we can to conserve
and protect our local waters and our water supply.

As the UN states, “Water is at the heart of adaptation to climate change, serving as the crucial link
between the climate system, human society and the environment.”

Here are 10 suggestions you might consider to help protect our waters:

Download the EyeOn\Water App to monitor your water usage. The app lets you connect to your
water utility account to see how much water you’re using and receive alerts to possible leaks on
your property.Orleans residents can sign up for the app here.

Consider: shorter showers and fewer baths and turning off the tap when you’re brushing your
teeth, doing the dinner dishes, or cooking.

Convert your grass to a Cape Cod lawn. By this we mean reduce your lawn size, add white clover
and fescues which are more resistant to drought, and use compost instead of fertilizer. As summer
gets hot and dry, turn off your automatic sprinkler and let your lawn turn a golden brown. It will turn
green again in the fall and your property will consume significantly less water.

Pump out your septic tank every three to five years. Routine pumping can prevent expensive
failures and will keep your septic system functioning at its best.

Use natural solutions that help reduce runoff and store water for future use. Some examples: plant
a tree, install a rain garden, or use rain barrels. The idea is to keep all water entering your property
on your property to prevent pollution of area waterways, and as an additional benefit, nourish your
lawn and plants.

Don’t pour obvious pollutants down the drain or into your toilet, such as oils, medicines and
chemicals.
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Don’t waste food. Approximately 1/3 of all food produced on the planet is either lost or wasted.
Learn how to cut down on food waste with these 15 tips, from storing food the right way to picking
the “right” fruits and veggies. You'll reduce the demand on agriculture, one of our biggest water
consumers.

Learn more about Cape Cod’s water quality. No doubt you know the quality is declining, primarily
due to septic systems, stormwater runoff, and fertilizers. Learn more by reading APCC’s State of
the Waters report: https://capecodwaters.org/

Read more: download the Orleans Blue Pages here. It is full of information on ways you can help
clean up our local waters. AND checkout The Lazy Person’s Guide to Saving Water. This guide,
put together by the UN Department of Social and Economic Affairs, offers simple solutions you can
take with minimal effort, and a few for those who want to dive deeper.

Continue to support the Town of Orleans Wastewater Master Plan and attend the Annual Town
Meeting on May 13, 2024. Your involvement matters. Please don’t be a water crisis‘ denier’.

Give Back: A World Water Day Volunteer Event:

What: Terra Firma Hugel Terrace “Learning by Doing” Workshop
When: March 23, 8:30 — 12:00
Where: The Church of the Holy Spirit, 204 Monument Road, Orleans

Facilitated by Peter Jensen and Lynn Van Norman, Terra Firma Permagardens

Join Terra Firma Permagardens in creating a new hugel terrace at the Church of the Holy Spirit
this Saturday.

A hugel terrace is a garden structure that uses layers of organic matter to capture and purify water
run-off. The hugel terraces at the Church will eventually become a new pollinator-friendly meadow
after native plantings go in early summer.

This is a free workshop, hosted by the Church of the Holy Spirit and Terra Firma Permagardens
and supported by Orleans Conservation Trust. Attendance is unlimited and working is NOT
required, but you will learn better if you do!

Bring gloves and suitable work attire if you would like to participate in the light digging and moving
material on level ground with 5-gallon buckets and a wheelbarrow.

Pre-Registration is appreciated.
Contact Lynn VanNorman at TerraFirma.Lynn@gmail.com

Your support makes everything we do possible.
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Please consider making a donation, becoming a member, volunteering, and
participating in our programs and events.
Tell your friends about us, and with your help, we will safeguard Orleans’ most

precious resource: our waters.

Join | Volunteer | Donate

fl.
OPC

Orleans Pond Coalition
www.orleanspondcoalition.org

And join us on Social Media
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